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Sacred Heart and Immaculate Heart 


Companion Pictures — a beautifully finished picture of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, in colors, and a companion picture of 
Garcia Moreno’s famed Sacred Heart of Jesus, in 1% inch gold 
wooden frame, size 11x14 inches. $3.00 each or $6.00 a pair, plus 
postage. Unframed, 25¢ each. Would make very attractive and suit- 
able wedding gifts or remembrances for ordination, jubilee, birthdays, 
etc. Order from: 


National Center of the Enthronement, 4930 South Dakota Ave., N.E. 
Washington 17, D.C. 





WANTED: A single man, experienced in firing boilers and steam- 
fitting maintenance. Accommodations, including laundry, fur- 
nished. References required. Please address application to: 


Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Missouri. 





Small pictures of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, holy card 
size, 5¢ each, or $3.50 per 100. Also Our Lady of Fatima folders, in 
pleasing colors, with explanation of Five First Saturdays and Novena 
prayers. Price 5¢ each, or $3.50 per 100. Order from: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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Spiritual Vitamin for August 


O Mary, Virgin Mother of God, by thy blessed and happy death, 
detach us from this world, sanctify our earthly exile, and help us to 
attain to thee in heaven by the practice of all Christian virtues. 
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“It Is Good for Us To Be Here!” 


Feast of the Transfiguration 
August 6 


URING the third year of His public ministry, Christ 

asked His Apostles on one occasion whom the 
crowds believed Him to be; and then, more in- 
sistently, who they thought He was. The chief 
Apostle’s ringing act of faith in his answer: “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God!” drew 
from Our Lord the promise that Peter would be made head of His 
Church. It was some eight days after this that Jesus took Peter and 
James and John, the favored three among the disciples, and led them 
up a mountain, commonly held to be Mt. Thabor, to pray. 

It was probably evening when they reached the mountain’s height, 
for St. Luke refers to the three being “heavy with sleep,” and to the 
fact that they descended from the mountain the next day. The view 
from Thabor must have been very lovely as they ascended, with the 
plain of Esdrelon spread out before them, and the thickly wooded hills 
and valleys of Samaria, while to the west rose Mt. Carmel, bathed in 
the gold of the setting sun. 

The weary Apostles, relaxing from the labors of the day and the 
exertion of the climb, soon fell asleep, while Christ knelt in prayer. 
Then, suddenly, all earthly beauty faded into nothingness, for, as He 
prayed, Christ’s face began to shine like the sun and His garments 
became white as snow. The veil hiding the Divinity was lifted for a 
moment so that the Sacred Humanity appeared radiant with a marvelous 
splendor and brightness. Awakened by the dazzling light, the three 
disciples saw their resplendent Master, lifted up from the earth, and 
with Him, Moses and Elias, who were speaking to Him of His approach- 
ing Passion. 

Impetuous as always, and scarcely knowing what he was saying, 
Peter cried out in rapture: “Master, it is good for us to be here. 
If Thou wilt, let us set up three tents here, one for Thee, one for 
Moses, and one for Elias.” But while he was saying this, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them and a voice spoke from its midst: “This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear Him.” It was the 
Eternal Father bearing witness to His Son. 

Filled with fear and reverence, the Apostles threw themselves on 
the ground to adore. Jesus bent over them, and touching them, said: 
“Arise, and do not be afraid.” And looking up they saw no one but 
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Himself, the same Jesus they had always known, the Son of the car- 
penter of Nazareth, who was soon to die upon the Cross. The next 
day, as they went down from the mountain, back to their everyday 
world, Jesus cautioned them to tell no one of the vision until after His 
resurrection from the dead. (Matt. 17:1-9.) 


Such is the mystery of the Transfiguration as related by the evan- 
gelists. And what does this mystery mean for us? We know that 
the mysteries of Christ’s life are not mere lifeless historical facts, but 
that each one has a special grace for us, which Jesus imparts to us 
in the measure in which we try to penetrate into it with faith and 
love. The grace of each mystery helps us to become more like Him, 
to reproduce, as it were, His Divine features within ourselves. 


The special and outstanding grace of the mystery of the Trans- 
figuration is the confirming of our faith. Through it, the Heavenly 
Father Himself has been pleased to strengthen us in our belief in His 
Son, and what more could we ask than the testimony of God? Speak- 
ing from the cloud, He tells us that Jesus, the small Babe of Bethlehem, 
the Child of Nazareth, the Teacher of Galilee, the Victim of Calvary, 
is His Son, begotten before the day star. And He teaches us that the 
only true way to a happy eternity is ever to hear and obey this Son, 
who by taking our human nature has made us share through grace 
in His Sonship, so that the glory which surrounded Him on Mt. Thabor 
will one day be our portion as members of His Mystical Body, par- 
taking in the inheritance He possesses as the Son of God. 

To the testimony of the Father is united that of the Son Himself, 
who by His glory gives proof of His Divinity; and that of the Holy 
Spirit, in the bright cloud enveloping the transfigured Christ. Our 
faith is further confirmed by the joint testimonies of the Law and the 
Prophets, bearing witness to the Gospel, represented by the glorious 
apparition of Moses and Elias with Christ. 

The mystery of the Transfiguration also confirms our hope. For, 
just as this glimpse of the glorified Christ was to strengthen the Apos- 
tles for the sight of His humiliation during the Passion, so the thought 
of our own eventual transfiguration in heaven should raise our hearts 
and hopes from the trials and hardships of this life to the eternal joy 
and peace of the possession of God in the Beatific Vision. True, it 
may be that Mt. Calvary rather than Mt. Thabor seems to be our 
station now, but Christ spoke not of glory nor of rest to Moses and 
Elias, but of suffering and trial, of the bitter Passion which awaited 
Him. Mercifully, knowing our weakness in time of trial, Christ may 
vouchsafe to show us a glimpse of the glory to come; but we are led 
to life by the cross, and if such glimpses make us cry out, like St. Peter: 
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“Let us set up here three tents!” we, again like him, do not really know 
what we are saying. 

Let us, though, draw always closer to Jesus, shutting out the noise 
and bustle of worldly affairs, that He may “take us aside” to admit 
us into so close an intimacy with Himself that we may cry out in all 
truth: “Lord, it is good for us to be here!” In accepting the bitter 
with the sweet, Calvary with Thabor, there will be no possibility 
of deceiving ourselves, of wanting His satisfactions instead of Himself. 
Instead, in faithfully following Him, we shall, little by little, be trans- 
figured into Him, so that the prayer which came from His deepest Heart 
the night before His Passion will be fully realized: “Father, I will that 
where I am, they also whom Thou hast given Me, may be with Me; 
in order that they may see My glory which Thou hast given Me, because 
Thou hast loved Me before the creation of the world” (John 17:24). 


OATH GHG 
Joy in Mary's _Fissumption 
othotheite 


gam @ MONG the feasts of the saints, the Assumption of the 

ause Blessed Virgin Mary shines forth as the “solemnity 
of solemnities.” It eclipses all the others, even as 
Mary’s heavenly glory eclipses that of all the other 
saints. And whereas on the feasts of the saints we 
celebrate only the admission of their souls into 
heaven, on the Assumption we commemorate the 
glorious entry of the Mother of our God and Savior into the everlasting 
kingdom of her Son, with body and soul, and her enthronement at His 
right hand as Queen of the universe. 

As we celebrate this solemn festival, we are transported into 
heaven, and mingle with the legions of angels and the hosts of saints 
as they escort the triumphant Virgin to the throne of the Triune God. 
We join in their hymns and canticles, and with them offer her our 
homage of love. Our hearts thrill with rapture as we see her in her 
glorified body, welcomed with affectionate embraces by her Divine 
Son, and presented by Him to His Eternal Father and to the Holy 
Spirit, her Divine Spouse; and again when she is placed upon a most 
glorious throne, high above the cherubim and seraphim, nearest to 
the throne of Jesus, crowned with a diadem of surpassing brightness 
and glory, and clothed with a robe woven of the gleaming texture of 
her excelling merits. 
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How great is the triumph of the Blessed Virgin in this unique 
privilege of reigning in heaven in the full perfection of the union of 
her body and soul! And how the sight of her glorified body in- 
creases the joyful hope of our own future resurrection! For she is 
not only the Mother of God but also our Mother. What happiness 
for us to have such a Mother, so near the throne of mercy and grace — 
a Mother whose influence with the King of heaven is well-nigh infinite, 
and who takes our welfare so much to heart! May she look graciously 
upon us in our banishment, and show herself ever our tender and 
loving Mother. 

As we gaze with admiration at the transcendent glory of our 
Heavenly Mother, do we perhaps wonder what it was that raised her 
to this exalted station? Was it the gratuitous gift of the Triune God 
to her who had been chosen to be God’s own Mother? Yes, it was 
indeed the sublime prerogative of her Divine Maternity that won for 
her this exalted place in heaven; but it was her practice of virtue 
and her perfect co-operation with God’s grace that gave it to her as 
a reward of merit. 

Among all the virtues which shine forth from her so resplen- 
dently, there are three in particular which merited for her this sub- 
lime degree of glory. The first of these was her profound humility — 
the self-abasement of “the handmaid of the Lord.” She was exalted 
above all because she was the most humble of all. The second was her 
perfect purity of soul and body, mind and heart, from all the defile- 
ments of sin. “Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God!” 
The third and principal of all was her supereminent love of God; 
for the degree of the enjoyment of God in His eternal glory is ever 
proportioned to the degree of our love of God in this mortal life, and 
Mary’s love surpassed that of all other mortals combined. 


If, then, we hope one day to follow the Blessed Virgin Mary to 
heaven, and to share in the glory of her Assumption, we must try to 
imitate the many virtues she so beautifully exemplified. 

The imitation of the virtues of the Blessed Virgin is the most 
excellent way of honoring her, and of showing our real esteem, love, 
and devotion to her; for how can we better testify our affection and 
veneration for the saints of God than by honoring and loving in them 
that which made them saints, and that which God Himself honors 
and léves in them —their virtues? This kind of devotion is most 
pleasing to the saints, and to the Queen of the saints and the God 
of the saints; it is most honorable to them and most profitable to 
ourselves, and will bring us effectually to the eternal enjoyment of 
their blessed company in heaven. 











Solemn Novena Preceding the 


Feast of Mary's Assumption 
August 6 — 14 


Oe 


Confide to the loving Heart of our 
Queen and Mother all the needs and intentions 
which weigh upon your mind and heart. 


Unite in Prayer with the Perpetual Adorers at 
Clyde, Missouri— Mundelein, Illinois — 
Tucson, Arizona, and 
Kansas City, Missouri. 


ae ae ae ae 


E SHALL unite our prayers to those of the Immaculate Mother 
of God, asking that through her power and merits you may 
obtain all that you need for soul and body, blessings spiritual 
and material, according to the wisdom and mercy of God. 


If you wish, you may write out your intentions and send them to 
us, and we shall be happy to place them very near to our dear Savior 
reigning upon His Sacramental Throne. 


See 


Any prayers may be used for the Novena. We would suggest 
seven Hail Marys daily, in honor of the joys of Mary, with seven 
Glorias in thanksgiving to the Blessed Trinity for the graces bestowed 
upon her, and her glory in heaven. Daily Holy Mass and Communion 
are specially recommended. 
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Salutarp Effects of the Dogma of the 
Assumption for Our Times 
es oa ha ae 
OUBTLESS, one of the outstanding acts of the 
reign of our present Holy Father, Pope Pius 
XII, is the promulgation of the Dogma of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which 
took place on the feast of All Saints last year 
amid a tremendous concourse of prelates, 
clergy, religious and laity from all parts of 
Christendom. The grandeur of this occasion 
eclipsed that of all the glorious events which 
have shed their splendor upon the Church for 
many decades, for these were concerned, for 
the most part, with the glorification of the saints of God by rites of 
beatification or canonization; but the promulgation of the Dogma of 
the Assumption was for the glory of Mary Immaculate, the “saint of 
saints,” the sovereign mistress of heaven and earth. Not that Mary 
was raised to a new dignity by this promulgation or that her essential 
glory in heaven was increased by this universal acknowledgment of 
the unique privilege that was hers in being assumed bodily into heaven. 
But henceforth the glorious prerogative of the Assumption will have a 
new lustre and will be more glorious and precious still by virtue of the 
Church’s proclamation to all the world of the Divine truth of what we 
have always believed. This infallible definition given by the Supreme 
Pontiff, speaking under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, whom Christ 
has guaranteed to His Vicar to preserve him from all error in doctrine, 
has added to our joy and to Our Blessed Mother’s accidental glory. 

The Holy Father’s pronouncement on the Assumption is an in- 
fallible statement that the Divine public revelation handed over to the 
Church by the Apostles, who received it from Christ Himself, actually 
contained the truth that Mary, the Mother of God, was taken up bodily 
into heaven at the end of her earthly life. It means that she dwells 
there now, in body and soul, in company with her Divine Son, and that 
she is there awaiting the glorious resurrection of the just on the last 
day, when all the human members of the Church Triumphant will live 
gloriously forever, their bodies reanimated by their souls. 

The Holy Father defined the Dogma of the Assumption, not be- 
cause there was any doubt of the doctrine, but because, guided by the 
Holy Spirit, he deemed it to be a most opportune time for this 
proclamation. In the past, formal definitions of dogmas have had 
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amazing effects for the advancement of religion and even for the good 
of civilization. The definition of the Assumption has focused the 
minds of men, both Catholic and non-Catholic, upon a series of religious 
truths. It has set in motion causes which cannot but have a most 
beneficial effect upon the lives of individual members of the Church, 
and upon the activity of the Church as a whole. At the same time, 
it must needs bring those outside the Church to a better understanding 
of man’s destiny, thus weaning them from the lust for the things of this 
world which holds so strong a sway over the hearts of men of our day, 
and uplifting them to the higher things of the spirit. Men will not 
be able to concentrate upon the truths and implications of Our Lady’s 
Assumption without seeking to transform their own lives and conduct, 
and without working for the betterment of society. 


By his definitive statement, the Holy Father has placed a con- 
crete and true picture of man’s real destiny before the world. Every 
good Catholic knows that man’s life is so ordered by God that his one 
eternal purpose and happiness consists in the supernatural possession 
of the Triune God, in the Beatific Vision. In other words, that he has 
been created to know God, to love Him and serve Him in this world, 
and to be happy with Him forever in the next. If he fails to attain 
this end, his life is perpetually and irrevocably a failure, no matter what 
material goods of fortune he may have acquired or what accomplish- 
ments he may have achieved within its span. 

Revealed truth gives us the assurance that all human beings who 
enjoy, or are some day to enjoy, the Beatific Vision, will, after the end 
of this world, live in the glory of heaven with their bodies reanimated by 
their souls. The souls of the dead who are now in glory actually 
possess God in the Beatific Vision, though their bodies will not be 
reunited to them until the Day of Judgment, when they, too, will 
share in the essential happiness of heaven, and complete the glory the 
souls now enjoy. This complete glory, which is to come to all mem- 
bers of the Church Triumphant only on the last day, is already possessed 
by Jesus Christ, who arose from the dead on Easter Sunday in an im- 
mortal, spiritual body, and, forty days later, ascended into heaven by 
His own Divine power. It is possessed also by His Blessed Mother, 
who enjoys complete glory as an anticipated blessing by virtue of 
her Assumption. She is now in heaven, awaiting with her Divine Son 
the time when all the just in Christ will likewise have this absolute 
fulness of glory. 

The definition of the Dogma of the Assumption places these truths 
before the minds of men. It must have a strong reaction on the crude 
misconceptions of the present-day materialistic and anti-Christian 
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philosophies, which demean and degrade the dignity of man. It is a 
powerful rebuke to all who today advocate immoral practices inter- 
fering with the processes of life, because they put a low estimate on 
the body of man and on the life of a human being. The body of man 
is something holy in its own order, and is destined to eternal glory. 


The Assumption Dogma will serve to remind men that the Body 
of our Lord Jesus Christ was the instrument of man’s Redemption 
from sin, when His human will nobly endured the wounds and agonies 
of this Body to make them a “sacrificial offering” for the sins of men. 
It will bring to their understanding the value of suffering, virtuously 
borne, as a means of merit and atonement. It will also remind the 
world that the body of a woman was the instrument by which God 
united Himself with human nature in the Person of Jesus Christ. It 
will recall that upon our own bodies God labors in sacramental ways 
to bring about a new birth of soul, and, in turn, to consecrate and 
glorify the whole man. These tremendous implications of the solemn 
definition of the Dogma must, therefore, vitally affect the philosophy 
of our times and impel men to a better mode of living. It gives men 
hope in a world where despair is eating away the vitals of faith, and 
reassures them that life is not in vain. Hence there must be a renewal 
of Christian life on the part of individuals and an intensifying of 
Christian charity. 

The Holy Father, in his address given at the time of the pronounce- 
ment of the Dogma, exhorted his hearers to lift up their hearts, because 
those who are oppressed by the evils of our times will find in the humble 
Maiden of Nazareth, now glorious in heaven, a source of new vision, 
which will comfort them when they reflect upon the destiny which be- 
fell her. He continued: “In this world without peace — martyred by 
mutual distrust, by divisions, by contrasts, by hatred, because faith 
has dimmed and the sense of love and fraternity in Christ is almost 
extinguished — while we beseech with all ardor that the Assumption 
mark the return of a warm affection and life in human hearts, we will 
not cease to remind that nothing must ever prevail over the fact and 
knowledge that we all are sons of the same Mother, Mary, who lives 
in heaven —a bond of union with the Mystical Body of Christ — as 
a new Eve and a new ‘mother of the living,’ who wishes to lead all men 
to truth and to the grace of her Divine Son.” 


When we celebrate the feast of the Assumption this year, using 
the new Mass text, so full of meaning, and expressly composed for the 
proclamation of the Dogma, we shall rejoice that Mary lives, both 
body and soul, in glory at the right hand of God the Son, in the efful- 
gence of His splendor, far above all other created beings or orders 
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of the Kingdom of God, whether saints or angels. Of all these she is 
the QuEEN, and they, as her servants, obey her, the Mother of God; 
the Queen of heaven, the Blessed among all women, full of grace, the 
saint of saints, the beloved of God, the immaculate dove of the Lord, 
the fairest and holiest, most mighty and most beneficent of all the 
creatures of God. Let us think of this when sorrow and temptation 
assail us; let us rejoice in Mary’s greatness, and purity, and goodness; 
let us bless God and pray that we may praise and bless Him for all 
eternity, for having given us His Mother to be our Mother also, as truly 
our Mother as our natural mothers are, whose love and vigilance and 
all-forgiving tenderness is the image of that love and sweetness with 
which Mary continually watches over us. May she be our guide 
through life; may she procure for us a happy death; may she exempt 
us from the purifying flames of purgatory or mitigate their rigors if 
we must pass through that bypath to heaven; and may she at last 
present us to her Son, and with her may we enjoy the blessed vision 
of God throughout eternity! 





New Mass for the Feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 


(Used for the first time by Pope Pius XII at the proclamation 
of the Dogma of the Assumption on November Ist, 1950.) 





Introit: And a great sign ap- His power, because by thee He hath 
peared in heaven: A woman brought our enemies to naught. 
clothed with the sun, and the’ Blessed art thou, O daughter, by 


moon was under her feet, and 
upon her head a crown of twelve 
stars (Apoc. 12:1). Sing to the 
Lord a new song, because He has 
done wonderful things (Ps. 97). 
V. Glory be to the Father, etc. 


Collect: Almighty God of eter- 
nal life, by whom Mary, the Im- 
maculate Virgin-Mother of Thy 
Son, was assumed into the glory 
of heaven in body and soul, grant, 
we beseech Thee, that, by keeping 
our minds ever fixed on heavenly 
things, we may become worthy to 
share her glory. Through the same 
Lord... 

Epistle: (Judith 13:22-25;15: 
10). The Lord hath blessed thee by 


the Lord, the Most High God, 
above all women upon the earth. 
Blessed be the Lord who made 
heaven and earth, who hath direct- 
ed thee to cutting off the head of 
the prince of our enemies, because 
He hath so magnified thy name 
this day, that thy praise shall not 
depart out of the mouth of men, 
who shall be mindful of the power 
of the Lord forever; for that thou 
hast not spared thy life, by reason 
of the distress and tribulation of 
thy people, but hast prevented 
our ruin in the presence of our 
God. Thou art the glory of Jeru- 
salem, thou art the joy of Israel, 
thou art the honor of our people. 
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Gradual: (Ps. 44:11,12,14). 
*Hearken, O daughter, and see and 
incline thy ear. The King shall 
greatly desire thy beauty. V. The 
daughter of the King enters all 
adorned; of cloth of gold is her 
raiment. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. V. Mary has 
been assumed into heaven, and 
the entire host of angels rejoices. 
Alleluia. 

Gospel: (Luke 1:41-50) At that 
time Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and cried out with a 
loud voice, saying, ‘‘Blessed art 
thou among women and blessed 
is the Fruit of thy womb! And 
how have I deserved that the 
Mother of my Lord should come 
to me? For behold, the moment 
that the sound of thy greeting 
came to my ears, the babe in my 
womb leapt for joy. And blessed 
is she who has believed, because 
the things promised her by the 
Lord shall be accomplished.’’ And 
Mary said, ‘‘My soul magnifies the 
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior; because He has re- 
garded the lowliness of His hand- 
maid; for behold, henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed; 
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because He who is mighty has 
done great things for me, and 
holy is His Name; and His mercy 
is from generation to generation 
to those who fear him.’’ 


Offertory: (Gen. 3:15). I will 
put enmities between thee and 
the woman, and thy seed and her 
Seed. 

Secret: May the offering of our 
devoted service ascend unto Thee, 
O Lord; and may the ever-blessed 
Virgin Mary, who was assumed 
into heaven by Thee, so assist us 
with her prayers, that our hearts, 
inflamed with love, may ever more 
yearn after Thee. Through our 
Lord... 


Communion: (Luke 1:48,49). All 
generations shall call me blessed; 
because He who is mighty has 
done great things for me. 


Postcommunion: We beseech 
Thee, O Lord, grant us who have 
partaken of the Sacrament of ‘Life, 
that through the merits and in- 
tercession of that Blessed Virgin 
Mary whom Thou hast assumed 
into heaven we may be brought to 
a glorious resurrection. Through 
our Lord... 





A Little Reminder... 


UT of sight, out of mind, is a saying that applies so well to all of 
us. So in order to keep the remembrance of the war-sufferers living 
and active, may we again recommend their needs to the charity of our 


kind readers? 


One who has not visited the war-devastated countries 


can only faintly imagine the misery and want to which the destructive 
weapons of modern warfare have reduced the inhabitants of war-torn 


areas. 


We know that many who read these lines have given time and 


again, not only out of plenty but from a meagre store. 


Yet the pitiful 


appeals coming from many of these sufferers make us bold to ask those 


who can, to aid at least some of the most needy. 


Any contribution 


you may be able to send will be gratefully received and employed for 
the relief of the war-sufferers if addressed to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Devotion to the 
Immaculate Heart 
of Mary 





throughout the world will observe a comparatively new feast in 

Mary’s honor, — the feast of her Immaculate Heart, — intended 
primarily to perpetuate the memory of the consecration of the Church 
and of the whole human race to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The 
Church offers, in this feast, a worthy tribute to the Immaculate Heart 
of the Blessed Virgin, for, under the symbol of her Heart, a solemn 
veneration is given to the sublime and singular sanctity of Christ’s 
Mother. Her Heart, like the Heart of Jesus, is symbolic of her love, 
in union always with His. It calls forth especially the remembrance 
of Mary’s ardent love towards God and her Divine Son, Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of all, and towards each member of His Mystical Body. 

“Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary is but the consequence 
of devotion due to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. It is a consequence of 
that boundless love of Jesus for His most holy Mother, which leads Him 
to share with her all His riches and honors, so far as they can be 
communicated to a creature. The Church never dissociates the Mother 
from her Divine Son in the festivals she celebrates in His honor. If 
she celebrates the mysteries of the Savior, from His incarnation to His 
ascension, she celebrates likewise all the mysteries of Mary, from her 
conception to her assumption. The feast of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary is, therefore, but the natural consequence of that of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus.”— Golden Manual, p. 524. 

The Heart of Mary is rightly the object of our veneration and our 
love, and it is a happy presage that devotion to that Heart is daily 
increasing. But devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary must be 
rightly laid in its foundations, and properly understood in its relation 
to the Heart of Christ, if it is to be true devotion. The Heart of Jesus 
is the proximate means of our union with God. Jesus is the Way. 
Mary’s Heart is united to the Sacred Heart in a unique manner. It 
is her mission to bring us to that Heart, to the Divine Way, Christ. 
It is her mission to give Him to us and to give us to Him, to “mother” 
Him in our souls. 


()" the octave day of the Assumption, August 22, the Church 
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A glance at the history of devotion to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary in the Church, gleaned from the writings of the Fathers and the 
lives of the saints, will reveal that the Heart of Mary is a “means to 
highest sanctity,” and it is as a means to sanctity, to union with God, 
that devotion to the Immaculate Heart is properly directed. The heart 
is the symbol of Jove. If we give our heart, we have given our all. 
That is what God wants of each of us; that, and nothing less. “My 
son, give Me thy heart!” (Prov. 23:26.) Mary gave her all at the 
moment of the Incarnation when she spoke her “Fiat,” and became 
the Mother of Christ. Her love was without blemish or limit; she gave 
her whole self. For this reason the Church calls her the “Mother of 
Beautiful Love.” 


But Mary’s love extends farther than the giving of self to become 
the physical Mother of Christ. She continues to cause Him to be con- 
ceived and born in our hearts, where His Kingdom is to be. It is in 
this sense that we should understand the relationship of devotion to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary to world peace, rather than as an out- 
ward cult or panacea for the world’s ills. Mary asks for devotion to 
her Heart that she may bring souls to her Divine Son. Only in and 
from the hearts of men can there come a true and lasting peace, for 
ultimately there is peace in the hearts of men only when they are 
united with Christ and with each of the members of His Mystical Body. 
Devotion to Mary’s Heart is, then, a means of true peace, because it is 
a certain means to the Heart of Jesus, the King and Center of all 
hearts, which unites and makes all one. 


A brief survey of the place of the Immaculate Heart of Mary in 
the history of the Church must begin with the Gospels. Here we learn 
two things: that Our Lady kept Our Lord’s sayings in her Heart, 
pondering them continually; and that her Heart was pierced by a 
sword, according to the inspired prophecy of Simeon. These two 
simple and unadorned references furnish us with material for medi- 
tation from which we can raise a veritable “house of prayer,” so rich 
and so profound are they in depth of meaning. Here is implied a 
life of silence, of contemplation in humility; an interior life adorned 
with suffering and crowned with martyrdom. We can sense a sanctity 
so dazzling in its simplicity that our spiritual eyes can hardly pierce 
the light. With study and prayer, these Gospel sayings can yield more 
to us than a thousand spiritual books, however helpful and illuminating. 
At this pure source, the Holy Spirit Himself teaches directly — not 
intellectually so much as in the depths of our souls, by His interior 
lights and inspirations. f 
Passing on to early Church history, we find St. Augustine instruct- 
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ing us on the Heart of Mary. How luminous is his thought! “Mary’s 
Motherhood,” he says, “would have no value did she not first and 
foremost bear Christ within her Heart.” Those persons who, while 
honoring Our Lady in a certain fashion, yet limit her Motherhood to 
the physical plane, miss the greatness of Mary by which she is the 
Mother of Christ in all ages, bearing Him until the end of time in the 
hearts of men. 

After some centuries, we hear the voice of St. John Damascene 
praising the Immaculate Heart: “Your Heart, O Mary, is of spotless 
purity. It lives only in the contemplation and love of God!” Saint 
Bernard, too, often speaks of this Heart, which, he says, is a dwelling- 
place prepared by and for the Holy Trinity. In his meditations on the 
Salve Regina, he breaks forth into this passionate prayer: “O Divine 
Mother, who dost ravish hearts with the sweetest attractions, you have 
indeed ravished mine. When will you return it to me? But I no 
longer know my heart from yours, and it is yours which I desire.” 
This prayer is a gem, full of love of the Immaculate Heart — a prayer 
which teaches how to love God in the Heart of Mary. 

In the thirteenth century, St. Gertrude received a revelation in 
which she saw three waves impetuously pouring into the Heart of Mary 
from the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, and afterwards 
returning to their source with the same impetuosity. She understood 
that it had been given to Mary to be the “most powerful creature after 
the Father, the wisest after the Son, and the most benign after the 
Holy Spirit.” Her contemporary, St. Mechtilde, was taught by Our 
Lord Himself how to honor the Heart of His Mother. “You shall honor 
it as a Heart most pure, most humble, most filled with holy desires, 
burning with love of God and neighbor, most diligent in conserving 
the memory of the mysteries of My life, most fervent in prayer and 
contemplation.” 

St. Brigid likewise had revelations on the Heart of Mary and often 
spoke of it as being “one” with the Heart of Christ. St. John Eudes, 
the great apostle and doctor of the Immaculate Heart, insists above 
all on this trait. His love of the Immaculate Heart was remarkable 
for its fervor and depth. He made a vow of servitude to Mary, and 
offered every action of his life to Jesus through Mary. In return he 
received an ocean of graces through the hands of Mary, graces which 
might be ours also if we knew how to consecrate ourselves with such 
selfless generosity and boundless trust. “Most lovable Heart,” prayed 
the saint, “you are the way by which I shall go to my Savior, and the 
way by which His merits will come to me. I shall learn from you 
purity, humility and kindness, and, above all, the love of Jesus. I ask 
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these virtues by your merits, and I shall obtain them. I dare to offer 
you my poor heart. Purify it and fill it with love for the Divine Heart 
of your Son, so that it may be united to yours in heaven and praise 
God forever with you. Amen.” 


St. John Eudes died in 1680. His was the privilege of offering 
the first Mass in honor of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and of giving 
great impetus to the growing devotion to that Heart. However, it was 
not until the nineteenth century that the two best known supernatural 
manifestations of the Immaculate Heart took place. The first was 
the showing of the so-called “Miraculous Medal” to Saint Catherine 
Laboure. This medal, designed by Our Lady herself, was to represent 
her with outstretched hands in the act of pouring out grace upon the 
earth, while on the reverse, two hearts were to be engraved, that of 
Jesus, encircled with thorns, and that of Mary, pierced by a sword. 
The prayer, “O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee,” was to encircle the medal. This revelation took place 
twenty-eight years before the definition of the Dogma of the Immacu- 
late Conception. 

The second occurrence was the supernatural intervention in the 
Church of Our Lady of Victories in Paris. The pastor was desperate 
at the state of religion in his parish and the indifference of his people. 
One morning, while offering the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, he heard a 
voice saying: “Consecrate your church and your parish to the most 
holy and immaculate Heart of Mary.” After several repetitions of 
this incident, the priest decided to found a Confraternity of the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary to revivify the fervor of the people. To his 
astonishment, the people responded in great numbers to his invitation 
to assemble in the church for this purpose, and while the words, 
“Refuge of sinners,” were being sung in the Litany, the whole assembly 
was suddenly seized with a supernatural emotion, and falling on their 
knees, they repeated the invocation, “Refuge of sinners, pray for us,” 
three times, with the greatest fervor. The Church of Our Lady of 
Victories in a short time became a shrine of devotion and reparation 
to the Immaculate Heart. 


Such, in brief outline, is the history of the development of devotion 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary previous to the open revelation of 
the power and mission of the Immaculate Heart in the world of today, 
as made known at Fatima. Most Catholics are quite familiar with 
the contents of this revelation, and are aware that our present Holy 
Father consecrated the entire world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and appointed the octave day of the Assumption to be the feast of the 
Immaculate Heart in the universal Church. Thus a seal has been 
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set upon this most fruitful devotion, which is designed to become a 
special means of intercession for sinners, for the conversion of Russia, 
and an antidote to communism. We cannot doubt that it is a direct 
impulse of the Holy Spirit, and that it will become a powerful means 
of grace for our times. 


As regards one’s personal devotion to this Immaculate Heart, it 
may have three degrees, the last and highest of which includes the other 
two. In the first degree, the soul lives simply and trustfully in 
Mary’s Heart, regarding her as its Mother and expecting protection and 
spiritual and temporal favors from her. This alone, though an ad- 
mirable disposition, would be imperfect, because it is not entirely dis- 
interested. In the second degree, the soul glimpses Mary’s greatness 
and privileges in her intimate relationship with the Three Divine 
Persons of the Blessed Trinity, and loves her for this reason, for her- 
self in God, without thought of reward or gain. This love and homage 
will stir the soul to ascend a step higher still, to that realm where Mary 
is seen as the co-Redemptrix of the human race, the Mother of all 
men, and a mystical bond uniting all the members of the Mystical Body 
as brothers and sisters in Christ. “By her love,” says St. Augustine, 
“Mary has co-operated in the spiritual birth, in the womb of the 
Church, of all those who are of Christ.” “On Calvary,” says St. Albert 
the Great, “in the spiritual fecundity which makes her the Mother of 
the whole human race, she endured the pains of birth, and brought 
us forth, in her Son and by her Son, to life eternal.” 


It is this degree that Mary wants us to practice, so that, in union 
with the Sacrifice of Calvary, we can share with her in her redemptive 
mission and bring forth souls into grace. It was this that she taught 
to the children of Fatima, and inspired them to live — as we also should 
live — the highest life possible for a Christian: that of sacrificing and 
redeeming love! Thus in our time it has been given to three simple 
and unlettered children to teach us and lead the way. We can share 
in the redeeming life of Christ and His Mother by virtue of our mem- 
bership in the Mystical Body. There is no treasure of theirs which 
may not be ours too, even that most precious one of redemptive suffer- 
ing, by which love finds a means of reparation and shared sacrifice 
which is fruitful in the salvation of souls. 


Let us, then, thank the infinite clemency of God, who for the sal- 
vation of sinners and the succor of the wretched, has given to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary a Heart like that of Jesus, her Son, and has made 
it a source of grace and mercy. Let us honor this treasure of all 
sanctity, and pray that through its merits, mankind may become one 
great loving family after the Heart of her Divine Son. 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A Question — and Its Answer 


“xk 


NE often hears people ask: “Why is it that so many Catholics 

pay no heed to the stern warnings and dire predictions of 

Our Blessed Mother — especially since so many of them 
have already come true? Why are there so few who earnestly practice 
and promote Mary’s Peace ProcrRaM of PRAYER, PENANCE and 
REPARATION, even after she has assured us of complete victory if her 
plan is followed?” 

This cold indifference on the part of so many is indeed hard to 
explain, but one of the basic reasons is, no doubt, the deadening effect 
of worldliness with which so many people at large are permeated. Like 
a powerful narcotic, this spirit of the world benumbs their spiritual 
faculties, destroys their sense of sin, lowers their resistance to evil, 
and in a very subtle but painless way makes them slaves of modern 
paganism. 

Many of these souls, while professing to be Catholic and Christian, 
have lost sight of Christ and His doctrine of self-denial, and follow a 
convenient method of appeasement and compromise. Instead of con- 
quering their passions and subduing their unlawful demands for self- 
indulgence, they try to appease these tyrannical masters by all kinds of 
concessions, until. they find themselves crushed beneath the heel of 
bad habits which hold them in hopeless captivity. 

With appeasement comes also compromise. Losing sight of God’s 
unchangeable law of right and wrong, the lax Catholic takes the line 
of least resistance, the detour of sin and self-indulgence, and ultimately 
finds himself in a “dead-end street” — a helpless moral failure. Totally 
immersed in material things, alert principally to his temporal and 
immediate welfare (health, business, pleasure), he has little or no 
interest in the SUPERNATURAL, in the concerns of the soul, in the 
projects of eternity. Bogged down, as he is, in the mire of earthly 
things, the urgent appeals of Our Blessed Mother naturally make no 
impression upon his obtuse ears. “Why get excited?” he asks (in 
actions, if not in words), and tries to convince himself that “it can’t 
happen here — and even if it does, there will be plenty of time to 
worry and pray when the bombs begin to fall.” 

Noah, while building the Ark, preached to the people at God’s 
command and warned them of the coming punishments of Heaven. 
For years he hammered away at the Ark, and at the stony hearts of 
the by-standers; but they looked on with a cynical smile and regarded 
the holy patriarch as an eccentric fool. Only when the deluge came 
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and the waters began to rise and engulf all living beings, and the Ark 
with its inmates floated safely above the flood, did the people realize 
their mistake, and, TOO LATE, begin to cry for mercy. 

It was the same with the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. At 
the fervent pleading of Abraham, God was willing to spare these wicked 
cities if only ten just men could be found within their borders; but 
as even that small number was lacking, fire and brimstone rained 
down from heaven and totally destroyed the two cities. 

The inhabitants of Nineveh, on the other hand, accepted God’s 
warning given them through the Prophet Jonas. They did public 
penance and were spared. From this we see that God is not mocked. 
He is infinitely merciful and long-suffering, but He is also infinitely 
just. And Divine Justice demands reparation for sin. 

So it is also today. People will not listen. They do not want 
to be disturbed in their easygoing ways. Thoughtless and unreflect- 
ing, they have lost sight of God, of the real purpose of life, and of 
the meaning of sin. Their ideas of right and wrong have become so 
twisted that everything that interferes with worldly pleasure must be 
set aside as wronging human liberty! They fail to see the need of 
penance and reparation because they have lost the sense of sin. But 
sooner or later Divine Justice will demand retribution, and only when 
it is too late will they cry out for mercy. 


The Remedy? 

How can we touch the hearts of these people and rouse them to 
a sense of the danger to which they expose themselves and others by 
their indifference? Assuredly we cannot assume the role of prophets 
and go out to preach to them along the highways and byways of the 
world. But we have at our disposal a very effective means, and that 
is the power of Prayer and Sacririce. By redoubling our own per- 
sonal efforts, we can, in great measure, make up for their woeful in- 
difference and for their contempt of God’s law, and win for them the 
grace to see the light and to co-operate with God’s grace by an amend- 
ment of their lives. But we ourselves, alas! are also weak, and our 
lagging spirit needs stimulation. We, too, perhaps, are wanting in 
generosity in the fulfilment of Our Lady’s wishes. We, too, may need 
to be reminded of the awful evil of sin, which is the cause of all the 
upheavals in the world which we are now witnessing, so that we may 
with greater earnestness apply ourselves to making atonement. Let us 
go, then, to the Mother of Sorrows, and ask her to give us the grace 
to see sin in all its hideousness as she saw it on Calvary, and to hate 
it as she hates it, as the murderer of her Divine Son and the destroyer 
of so many immortal souls. 
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Meditating on the Passion of Christ and conjuring up in our 
imagination the various scenes of this Drama of Divine Love and human 
ingratitude, let us try to see them through Mary’s eyes, and to view 
them in all their stark reality as she saw them on Good Friday. Stand- 
ing at her side beneath the Cross on Good Friday afternoon, let us 
gaze upon the Divine Victim, God Himself in human form, Mary’s 
own beloved Son and our Savior, tortured, abandoned, writhing in 
awful agony, bleeding to death for the sins of mankind. The agonizing 
form of the Savior, torn and bleeding, tormented by a terrible thirst, 
His Soul steeped in the depths of desolation, tells us WHAT SIN MEANS 
IN THE EYES OF Gop. If Divine Justice demanded such extreme satis- 
faction from the innocent Christ, what must sin be when clearly under- 
stood as a brazen insult offered by man to his Creator! 


Contemplating the dying God-man, we begin to realize what an 
awful monster mortal sin must be. We see now that it means a 
complete rejection of God for the creature, a bartering of all that 
is good and holy for a momentary satisfaction, an insulting rebellion 
of the creature against his Maker. In the mangled form of our dying 
Savior we see the black ingratitude of the sinner, who, in spite of all 
that God has done for him as Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier, turns 
against Him, spurns His love, defies His laws, and cries out with 
the infuriated mob on Good Friday: “Away with Him! Crucify Him!” 


Now we can see, too, why Our Blessed Mother, who understands 
the malice of sin so clearly, whose Immaculate Heart is crushed by the 
awful outrages offered to God by her own fellow-beings, whose motherly 
affection grieves for the blindness of her children and shudders # the 
unspeakable sufferings both in time and in eternity to which they are 
hastening, is making frantic efforts to rouse them to repentance before 
the hand of God’s outraged Justice demands a reckoning. 


As we reflect on the malice of sin and realize the unspeakable 
insults offered to God daily by multitudes of unabashed sinners here 
in our own America (to say nothing of the rest of the world), we have 
every reason to fear God’s judgments upon our dear country, and 
most urgent motives to petition God to spare our people. But we can 
and must do more. We can join our Blessed Mother in reparation 
for the sins of the world, especially those committed by our fellow- 
countrymen, and we can do so very effectively. In and through the 
Divine | Victim on the altar we can offer our daily prayers, works, 
porwr tag and sacrifices, and like the drop of water in the chalice 
that becomes one with the wine and one with the Blood of Christ, we 
can become intimately united with Him, and with Him offer reparation 
for sin and bring the rainbow of peace to our distraught world. 
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The Legion of Our Lady of Fatima 


By Rev. Arthur B. Kimball 
National Director 





HE “Legion of Our Lady of Fatima” is a ‘Spiritual’ 
legion of those who, realizing that spiritual forces of 
evil cannot be defeated by mere material means, con- 
secrate themselves to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and the Sacred Heart of Jesus, under whose guidance they will fear- 
lessly use spiritual forces of good as a counter-attack to the influences 
of Satan, as they offer themselves on the “altar of their daily duties.’ 


PURPOSE: 


Mary’s Legioneers’ first purpose is to recognize the necessity of 
spiritual sanctification of themselves. They can be leaders, then, and 
be a good example to others in helping them to restore their faith in 
God, in His Divine Son, and His one true Church. 

Their next objective is to spread the seeds of hope in the fertile 
soil of the mercy of God. They realize the present activity and constant 
influence of Satan, who is scattering seeds of confusion: planning on 
division through fear, hatred, and despair. But the Legioneer is con- 
fident that spiritual forces of good can defeat any and all forces of 
evil. Hence, the first line of defense is the ‘‘prayer-line.’’ Mary, the 
Queen of the Legioneers, commands the daily use of the Rosary as a 
“Sword” in the fighting of all God’s battles. All other forms of prayer 
and sacrifice must be used as a counter-attack on the hidden wiles and 
snares of the devil. 

New hope can be given to the morally weakened worldly hearts 
of men, if the doing of God’s will is seen in the doing of one’s daily 
duties; where courage displaces discouragement; where acts of faith 
and belief in God’s providential care of all take the place of doubts 
and unbelief; where hope in the merciful Christ banishes all despair. 

Finally, the Legioneers, having consecrated themselves to the 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary, make a daily offering of all the duties in 
their respective states of life on the ‘‘altar of daily duties.’’ They ask 
only that their sacrifices be accepted for the conversion of sinners and 
the salvation of souls. Thus they will be spreaders of the message 
of Our Lady of Fatima. Her Heavenly Peace Plan is to use spiritual 
forces of good to counter-attack the spiritual forces of evil. 


Practice in Spiritual Exercises 
RETURN TO MY SON: 

Our Lady of Fatima’s request to change our lives, to keep God’s 
commandments, and to spread devotion to her Immaculate Heart, may 
demand great sacrifices. It may mean the leaving of persons, places 
and things that keep us from an intimate and loving service of her 
Divine Son. Legioneers must get all to return to her Son. 


REPARATION FOR SINNERS: 


The three little children of Fatima were given special graces to be 
able to do the penances that they did. But Our Lady does not expect 
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the extraordinary from us. To do the duties of our state of life, in 
whatever circumstances Our Lord has seen fit to place us, is penance 
enough, if they are done faithfully and out of love for God, with hope 
of salvation. 


RECEIVE MY SON IN HOLY COMMUNION: 


The, doctrine of the Real Presence is re-taught in this request 
of Our Blessed Mother at Fatima. There is no better way to really 
receive Jesus than in receiving Holy Communion. Her request to go 
to Holy Communion on the first Saturday of five consecutive months 
becomes the duty of all loyal and faithful Legioneers. The devotion 
of the five first Saturdays, if linked with the first Friday and Sunday, 
can be an opportunity for the ideal Legioneer to make a monthly 
triduum of Holy Communions in reparation for sin and sinners. Such 
service will strengthen their friendship with the Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary. 


RECITE THE ROSARY DAILY: 


The Legioneers consider their Rosary a spiritual ‘“‘Sword,’’ as they 
apply to it the verse from the Second Book of Machabees, 15:16: ‘‘Take 
this sword, a gift from God, wherewith thou shalt overthrow the 
enemies of My people.’’ It is always available. The sacraments and 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass are not. Mary realized this when she 
requested the use of this most powerful of weapons. When we pray 
the Rosary, we enter the battle against the forces of evil. Christ leads 
the attack, brandishing His sword, the Crucifix. Mary follows. She 
gathers us into the circlet of the decades and shields us with her love. 

History records the many times that Our Blessed Mother called 
upon the faithful to recite their Rosary in times of danger, both 
physical and spiritual. She is calling once again as she asks us to 
dedicate Russia to her, and to pray for the conversion of Russia. 

Christ warned us that we are not fighting the mere powers of flesh 
and blood, but the Powers and Principalities of darkness, led by his 
satanic majesty, the devil. The Rosary, then, is the Legioneers’ ever 
present symbol of spiritual power to defeat the hidden wiles and 
snares of Satan. Inscribe the Names of Jesus and Mary on either 
side of this “‘Sword’’ and fear nothing. 

*The mysteries of the Rosary are a fruitful source of meditation 
for the Legioneers. They are marvelous condensations of the truths 
of revelation concerning the life, death and resurrection of Christ and 
the spiritual powers of grace. They remind us of the joy of our own 
privilege of birth; the sorrow of daily crosses that unite us to the 
sufferings of Jesus and Mary for the salvation of sinners; and our 
final passing into glory and our reward for our praise, reverence, and 
service of God. 


REWARDS... 

Our Lady of Fatima promised that if her requests were granted, 
Russia would be converted, and the world would have peace. Her 
spiritual rewards are even greater, for she has assured us that we will 
be assisted at the hour of death with graces necessary for our salva- 
vation. To know that we can live in the realms of grace, by our close 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 119 


association with Jesus and Mary, should guarantee peace of mind and 
soul in this life for the members of Our Lady’s Legion. 


HOW TO JOIN? JOIN TODAY! TOMORROW MAY BE TOO LATE! 


There are no dues; no books to subscribe to; no meetings; no 
officers. Just kneel in the quiet of your own room and make a personal 
consecration to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Make an intensely 
determined act of your will to form a personal relationship with them 
as their faithful and loyal Legioneer. If you should waver or stray 
away, Jesus and Mary will be the first to know about it. They will not 
have to wait for any earthly means to call you back quickly to renewed 
and faithful service of the Queen of Heaven and the King of Kings. 

You must promise to do all you can to use every spiritual force 
of good to combat the spiritual forces of evil; to spread the message 
of Fatima and the devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary; and 
finally, to recruit new members for the ‘Legion.’ 


i. ore 
The Prisoners of the King 
The Demoniac in the Synagogue 


OT long after Our Lord’s escape from His enemies at 
Nazareth, He was again found teaching in the synagogues 
of Galilee. His great majesty and authority produced an 
unusual impression on all who heard him. Among His listeners on 
one occasion was a man possessed of an evil spirit, and to this spirit 
the presence of our Saviour was altogether intolerable. His hatred 
of God and of all God’s creatures made him writhe in extreme tor- 
tures, so that he forced his victim to cry out: “What have we to do 
with Thee, Jesus of Nazareth? Hast Thou come to destroy us? I 
know who Thou art, the Holy One of God” (Mark 1:24). But 
Jesus would not allow the demon to bear witness to Him in this 
way, and bade Him leave the man. Venting his rage upon his un- 
fortunate victim by throwing him to the ground and crying out in a - 
loud voice, the demon left him, to the great astonishment of the by- 
standers. Although such instances of possession were not uncommon 
among the Jews, and exorcisms were frequent, the sight of this Man 
casting out a devil by a mere command without ceremony or long 
prayers, caused amazement, and they exclaimed: “With power He 
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him” (Ibid. 27). 
We can imagine few things in nature more appalling than the 
sight of a human being under the influence of possession. And when 
this fearful tempest of diabolical passion is calmed at a word and 
the seemingly irresistible might of the evil one paralyzed in a moment, 
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the extraordinary from us. To do the duties of our state of life, in 
whatever circumstances Our Lord has seen fit to place us, is penance 
enough, if they are done faithfully and out of love for God, with hope 
of salvation. 


RECEIVE MY SON IN HOLY COMMUNION: 


The doctrine of the Real Presence is re-taught in this request 
of Our Blessed Mother at Fatima. There is no better way to really 
receive Jesus than in receiving Holy Communion. Her request to go 
to Holy Communion on the first Saturday of five consecutive months 
becomes the duty of all loyal and faithful Legioneers. The devotion 
of the five first Saturdays, if linked with the first Friday and Sunday, 
can be an opportunity for the ideal Legioneer to make a monthly 
triduum of Holy Communions in reparation for sin and sinners. Such 
service will strengthen their friendship with the Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary. 


RECITE THE ROSARY DAILY: 


The Legioneers consider their Rosary a spiritual ‘“‘“Sword,’’ as they 
apply to it the verse from the Second Book of Machabees, 15:16: ‘‘Take 
this sword, a gift from God, wherewith thou shalt overthrow the 
enemies of My people.’’ It is always available. The sacraments and 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass are not. Mary realized this when she 
requested the use of this most powerful of weapons. When we pray 
the Rosary, we enter the battle against the forces of evil. Christ leads 
the attack, brandishing His sword, the Crucifix. Mary follows. She 
gathers us into the circlet of the decades and shields us with her love. 

History records the many times that Our Blessed Mother called 
upon the faithful to recite their Rosary in times of danger, both 
physical and spiritual. She is calling once again as she asks us to 
dedicate Russia to her, and to pray for the conversion of Russia. 

Christ warned us that we are not fighting the mere powers of flesh 
and blood, but the Powers and Principalities of darkness, led by his 
satanic majesty, the devil. The Rosary, then, is the Legioneers’ ever 
present symbol of spiritual power to defeat the hidden wiles and 
snares of Satan. Inscribe the Names of Jesus and Mary on either 
side of this ‘“‘Sword’’ and fear nothing. 

*The mysteries of the Rosary are a fruitful source of meditation 
for the Legioneers. They are marvelous condensations of the truths 
of revelation concerning the life, death and resurrection of Christ and 
the spiritual powers of grace. They remind us of the joy of our own 
privilege of birth; the sorrow of daily crosses that unite us to the 
sufferings of Jesus and Mary for the salvation of sinners; and our 
final passing into glory and our reward for our praise, reverence, and 
service of God. 


REWARDS... 

Our Lady of Fatima promised that if her requests were granted, 
Russia would be converted, and the world would have peace. Her 
spiritual rewards are even greater, for she has assured us that we will 
be assisted at the hour of death with graces necessary for our salva- 
vation. To know that we can live in the realms of grace, by our close 
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association with Jesus and Mary, should guarantee peace of mind and 
soul in this life for the members of Our Lady’s Legion. 


HOW TO JOIN? JOIN TODAY! TOMORROW MAY BE TOO LATE! 


There are no dues; no books to subscribe to; no meetings; no 
officers. Just kneel in the quiet of your own room and make a personal 
consecration to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Make an intensely 
determined act of your will to form a personal relationship with them 
as their faithful and loyal Legioneer. If you should waver or stray 
away, Jesus and Mary will be the first to know about it. They will not 
have to wait for any earthly means to call you back quickly to renewed 
and faithful service of the Queen of Heaven and the King of Kings. 

You must promise to do all you can to use every spiritual force 
of good to combat the spiritual forces of evil; to spread the message 
of Fatima and the devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary; and 
finally, to recruit new members for the ‘Legion.’ 


re 
The Prisoners of the King 
The Demoniac in the Synagogue 


OT long after Our Lord’s escape from His enemies at 
Nazareth, He was again found teaching in the synagogues 
of Galilee. His great majesty and authority produced an 
unusual impression on all who heard him. Among His listeners on 
one occasion was a man possessed of an evil spirit, and to this spirit 
the presence of our Saviour was altogether intolerable. His hatred 
of God and of all God’s creatures made him writhe in extreme tor- 
tures, so that he forced his victim to cry out: “What have we to do 
with Thee, Jesus of Nazareth? Hast Thou come to destroy us? I 
know who Thou art, the Holy One of God” (Mark 1:24). But 
Jesus would not allow the demon to bear witness to Him in this 
way, and bade Him leave the man. Venting his rage upon his un- 
fortunate victim by throwing him to the ground and crying out in a- 
loud voice, the demon left him, to the great astonishment of the by- 
standers. Although such instances of possession were not uncommon 
among the Jews, and exorcisms were frequent, the sight of this Man 
casting out a devil by a mere command without ceremony or long 
prayers, caused amazement, and they exclaimed: “With power He 
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him” (Ibid. 27). 
We can imagine few things in nature more appalling than the 
sight of a human being under the influence of possession. And when 
this fearful tempest of diabolical passion is calmed at a word and 
the seemingly irresistible might of the evil one paralyzed in a moment, 
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so that he is reduced to the most abject obedience, the power of God 
is certainly shown in an unparalleled way and we receive a wonderful 
proof of His loving care and solicitude for us. The consideration 
of this miracle, therefore, naturally suggests to us the extent to which 
God allows us to be assailed by our spiritual enemies, the greatness 
of their natural powers, and the victories which He gains over them 
in the weakness and humility of His children. The whole mystery 
of the Incarnation, and the defeat of Satan thereby, is typical of this, 
and we know how much the thought of our great deliverance from 
spiritual enemies occupies the mind of our Blessed Mother and of 
St. Zachary in the “Magnificat” and the “Benedictus.” 


The Holy Souls and the Evil Spirits 

This point of doctrine also bears upon our consideration of the 
sufferings in purgatory. Some Catholic writers have thought it possible 
that the presence and sight of evil spirits forms a part of the torment 
of the souls in purgatory; others, again, deny this absolutely, be- 
lieving that, inasmuch as the holy souls have been victors in their 
conflict with the evil one during life, it is not becoming that these 
vanquished foes be permitted to insult or annoy their conquerors. Still 
others are of the opinion that as purgatory is the place of God’s justice 

(a justice which is most particular and discriminating in allotting to 
every offense the punishment which it deserves), it would not seem 
unnatural that, as everything which has been used as an instrument 
or occasion of sin is there made the instrument or occasion of punish- 
ment, the devils also may be made in some special manner the tor- 
mentors of those who have been their willing slaves and dupes during 
life by such sins as pride, calumny, blasphemy, and various forms of 
unlawful intercourse with the unseen world. 

However, even though the visible presence and activity of the evil 
spirits may not be among the ordinary pains of purgatory, there is 
one sense in which all who are detained in purgatory may have to 
-suffer intensely on their account. Among the pains of the holy souls, 
certainly not the least are those which are the result of neglect of grace, 
the misuse of opportunities, the yielding to temptations and the like, 
—in all of which the demons played’ an active part. 

In the clear light of truth at the Particular Judgment, the souls 
now suffering in purgatory were enabled to look upon the whole 
course of their former lives with a new sense of discernment and an 
altogether new knowledge of the mercies and the bounties of God 
toward them. At the same time, they recognized, in this clear light, 
the heinousness of their sins, negligences and omissions with a new 
keenness of perception. By the same illumination they now understand 
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not only the true malice and hatefulness of the spiritual foes who 
assailed them, their intense activity and cunning, and the perseverance 
with which they plied their work, but also the treachery and disloyalty 
of their own want of vigilance and faithfulness in the service of their 
Divine Master, whose sovereign goodness was assailed in every tempta- 
tion and evil suggestion with which they were beset. Now they see 
that what seemed at the time the promptings of natural weakness or 
indolence, were, in truth, the suggestions of evil spirits, who despise 
nothing in their warfare against immortal souls, and count it a gain 
worthy of all their exertions if they can make God to be served imper- 
fectly by those whom they cannot persuade to offend Him openly and 
grievously. 

The saints of God, even in this life, have a wonderful quickness 
in discerning the action of evil spirits in matters in which no thought 
of them at all occurs to less enlightened Christians. It is Satan’s 
great desire to hide himself, and he is quite content not to be known 
if he can only be successful. But at the moment of death the veil 
which has so often concealed him is torn away, and it cannot but be 
an intense grief to the souls in purgatory to see how often he deceived 
them. 

By this we may understand that everything which is a source 
of grief to the holy souls in regard to the details of their past lives, 
may be connected, in their sorrow, with the evils wrought by these 
spirits who have always gained something when the souls failed in 
perfect faithfulnes to God. This grief is based not merely on the 
offenses which the souls have committed, but also on the loss of grace, 
which has entailed an eternal loss of degrees of glory to which they 
might have attained. The holy souls are confirmed in charity, and, 
like the saints in heaven, are so perfectly united to the will of God 
that their state is one of complete contentment. But the love of God 
which penetrates them does not destroy their pain at their sins against 
Infinite Love. To deliver them from this pain by our prayers and 
good works in their behalf is one of the great acts of charity which 
lies within our means, and we shall certainly advance our own claims 
to the mercy of God and on their gratitude by exercising this charity. 
At the same time, the realization that this suffering of the souls in 
purgatory may be due to the recollection of the miserable satisfaction 
which they may have given the evil spirits from time to time should 
spur us on to be more watchful, more discerning, more ready to meet 
the attacks of these evil spirits, knowing with the Apostle Paul that 
our warfare is not “against flesh and blood but against the spirits 
of wickedness in high places” (Eph. 6:12). 
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It would indeed be well for us if, as a reward for our efforts in 
behalf of the holy souls, we could gain something like the keen per- 
ception they possess of the truths and facts which surround our 
spiritual existence and our state of trial. Our theological knowledge 
of the power and malice of the evil spirits, of their cunning and 
activity, and of the extent to which they are permitted to try us, 
would then become a practical influence on our daily lives, giving 
us a prudent watchfulness, a courage, a disregard for trifles, a readi- 
ness to suffer, coupled with an eagerness to fight, such as becomes 
soldiers of Jesus Christ — soldiers whose General has promised every 
assistance in the struggle and whose armor St. Paul has outlined: 
The breastplate of justice (the practice of all Christian virtues), the 
shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and above all, the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God. (Ephes. 6:13-17.) 

Taken by itself, the knowledge that we are the constant objects 
of the hateful schemes of the citizens of hell might well appall us; 
but we know that we have Him on our side of whom it was said, 
“With authority He commands even the unclean spirits, and they 
obey Him” (Mark 1:27). 


Favors through the Scheyern Cross 


A priest writes: ‘‘I would be grateful to receive six more crosses. 
The one you sent me is being used by a young man of twenty-two. 
He esteems it highly because it came in contact with the relic of the 
True Cross. Every night he uses it to bless his parents and his girl 
friend, asking our dear Lord to shield them from the evil of Satan.” 


A woman whose mind had become unbalanced because of severe 
trials had been in the hospital for some weeks, in a very serious 
condition. She often threatened suicide. A friend of hers gave her 
a Scheyern Cross and recommended that she pray with great confidence 
for a cure. Others also prayed earnestly for her. Within a few weeks 
she was able to return home, perfectly cured. 


“Some time ago I received as a gift the lovely Scheyern Cross 
with my subscription to ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’ This Cross I 
value very much and am interested in obtaining more while it is still 
possible to do so. I am enclosing check for $5.00. Please send the 
magazine for one year to each name listed.” 


Given as Premium for NEW Subscriptions only till End of 1951 


These precious little metal crosses have been touched to a relic 
of the True Cross preserved in the Benedictine Monastery at Scheyern, 
Germany. Each is accompanied by an explanatory leaflet with suitable 
prayers. When sending in new subscriptions for other persons, kindly 
mention whether you wish the Cross sent to YOU or to the person in 
whose name the subscription is being entered. 
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Will You Help 
to Console Him? 


You can do so by joining the 


League of Night Adoration 
in the Home. 





of admission to this League. Is this too big a price for YOU 

to pay? — Before you answer, reflect that it is being paid 
regularly by people of all ages and conditions and walks of life. The 
sick, the aged, little children, school boys and girls, mothers and 
fathers, business and professional men and women, soldiers, sailors, 
Bishops and Priests, Brothers and Sisters — all are represented in the 
great “army” of 224,000 Night Adorers now keeping nocturnal adora- 
tion monthly in the United States. Hundreds of thousands more in 
all the countries of the world are doing the same. 

Very many of these souls, impelled by a generous love for the 
Sacred Heart, are giving much more than the minimum monthly hour 
required. Some are offering a weekly hour; some, two or three hours 
a month; and a select few are keeping a nightly hour of reparation 
in their homes. 

We all know that the condition of immorality in our times is 
very grave. An organized campaign is being made to corrupt the 
morals of our youth, beginning even with children of grade-school 
age. The sense of sin is fast disappearing in a world bent on the 
gratification of every human desire. Divine Justice calls for atone- 
ment, and if such atonement is not offered voluntarily, it will be 
exacted with all the rigors of the Divine visitations which in bygone 
years have befallen humanity. 

But our motive in offering Night Adoration should be LOVE, 
rather than fear of Divine punishments; love for the Divine Lover who 
is not loved, and a desire to make up to Him for the lack of love on 
the part of others and for the appalling loss of souls, as well as to 
PREVENT the loss of souls, which so deeply wounds His Divine Heart. 

By offering an hour’s adoration as a vigil of reparation, you will 
draw down immense blessings on yourself and on all for whom you 
pray, and who are, perhaps, in danger of eternal damnation. God 
will have pity on them because of YOU. He will never let Himself 
be outdone in generosity, and because you will have consoled Jesus 


@5 HE sacrifice of one hour’s sleep one night a month is the price 
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in His sorrow, He will comfort you in your last agony and grant you 
special joys for all eternity. 

An effort is being made to gain 50,000 NEW Night Adorers during 

this Holy Year of 1951. The National Director of the Work of the 
Enthronement, under whose auspices the League of Night Adoration 
functions, would like very much to present to the Holy Father at the 
close of the year a list of Night Adorers, arranged by nights, for every 
night of the month. 
’ Many of our readers are faithful Night Adorers — some already 
for many years. But surely there are many more who could join 
their ranks without finding the sacrifice too painful. And if all would 
try to get AT LEAST ONE NEW member, the desired 50,000 would 
soon be gained. 

All you need do to become a member is to send your name to 
an authorized Center (our Convents at Clyde, Missouri; Mundelein, 
Illinois; and Tucson, Arizona are such) for registration, and agree 
to spend one hour in adoration one night a month, between 9 P.M. 
and 6 A.M.—jin your home, in the spirit of atonement. It should 
be a definite hour — kept regularly on a particular date at a particular 
time; but if at any time you are unable to keep it at the hour:you 
have pledged, you are free to keep it at some other time. You may 
choose your own hour, if you wish, or leave the choice to us when 
you send your name for registration. No sin is involved if you omit 
the hour, but you will deprive yourself and others of precious graces 
which you would have gained by keeping the hour. The sick and 
aged may keep their hour without leaving their beds. A leaflet 
giving further information about the League of Night Adoration will 
be sent with your certificate of membership, if you request it. 


A Wife Offers Reparative Love 


Recently a devoted wife applied for an extra hour of Night Adora- 
tion which she intends to keep in place of her husband, to make up for 
the love he fails to give to the Sacred Heart. She does this also with 
regard to Holy Mass, offering penance, etc. She wrote: “I am trying 
so hard in every way to make up for the love my husband refuses 
to give Him that I think God has given me the grace to go one step 
farther — that is, keeping the hour of Night Adoration for him. If 
I can substitute at Mass, ete., why couldn’t I also do this for him? 
If I can, I will be so very happy. Just assign the hour, and with 
God’s help I will keep it. 

“My husband has never been baptized, so he hasn’t the grace I 
have, but I am sure God is taking good care of him just the same, for 
he has such a clean mind, and is just grand in every way, except he 
just can’t see any reason for going to church. Little does he realize 
how God must be watching over him to keep him so free from sin... 
I have to keep my Holy Hours secretly, and be very careful what I 
do, else he thinks I’m going crazy over religion. But I ask God to 
forgive him, for he knows not what he says...” 

Applications may be sent to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











Little Lovers’ > tan 


©CxOORD) 


= 

UGUST, dear Little Lovers, is a favorite month with all who 

love Mary, our Blessed Mother, for it is in this month that we 

keep the beautiful feast of her Assumption into heaven. Last 

year, on the feast of All Saints, November 1, our Holy Father 
proclaimed it to be a dogma of our Faith that Mary’s body did not 
corrupt in the grave, but was taken up, or “assumed,” into heaven 
shortly after her death. And surely, we all find it only fitting that her 
loving Son should in this way preserve her pure body, His first taber- 
nacle on our earth, from the corruption to which we are subject due 
to original sin. 

There is an interesting legend about Our Lady’s death which tells 
that the Apostles had gathered together at her bedside from their 
various missionary labors; and after her death, reverently laid her 
body in a flower-strewn tomb. Then poor St. Thomas arrived, late 
again! Desiring one last look at his beloved Mother, he begged them 
to open the tomb for him. They agreed and went to the sepulchre, 
but on opening the tomb, discovered that Mary’s body was no longer 
there; all that remained was a lingering perfume, indescribably sweet. 
The Apostles could think nothing else but that their beloved Mother had 
been borne by the angels to heaven, to reign there as their Mistress and 
Queen. And so it truly was. 

Only a week after this feast of her Assumption, we have another 
of Mary’s feasts, one which seems ‘specially dear to her now. It is 
the feast of her Immaculate Heart, celebrated on the 22d of August. 
Not long ago, Pope Pius XII consecrated the world to Mary’s Immacu- 
late Heart, and he especially begged children to pray to Our Lady 
that through her loving Heart peace might come to the world. You 
know the message she gave the three little shepherds of Fatima, bid- 
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ding them tell people to dedicate the first Saturday of every month 
to her Immaculate Heart, just as the first Friday is dedicated to the 
Sacred Heart of her Son. On this day, therefore, let us make every 
effort to go to Holy Mass and Communion in gratitude for all the 
graces Jesus has bestowed on His Mother, and let us tell her we are 
sorry for all the sins committed against her loving Mother’s Heart, 
and promise some little acts of reparation to console her. 


PRACTICE: In your morning prayer ask the protection of 
Mary’s Immaculate Heart throughout the day, and in the evening thank 
her for the graces she has obtained for you and ask her to pray for 
the sick, the dying and for sinners. 


ASPIRATION: Sweet Heart of Mary, be my salvation. 
OAT} -GHG- 


St. John Vianney, the Cure of Ars 


Feast, August 9 


was born at Dardilly near Lyons, France, in 1786. His parents’ 

small cottage stood near the entrance of the village in a pictur- 
esque spot surrounded by flowering meadows and orchards, through 
which ran clear streams flowing on to the deep valleys and woods be- 
yond. The parents of Jean Marie had the good, solid virtues of their 
race. His father, Matthew, was a pious and thoroughly honest man, 
whose charity to the poor was well known. His mother had a gentle 
disposition and a depth of mind which fitted her to be the mother of 
a saint. She had offered this second of her children to God and the 
Blessed Virgin before his birth, and had him baptized the day he was 
born, calling him Jean Baptiste Marie. 

From his earliest years Jean Marie was taught to pray, and soon 
learned to join in all the family devotions. He was the quickest to 
kneel for the noon or evening Angelus, reciting it with great solem- 
nity. One of the first presents his mother gave him was a statue of 
Our Lady which he loved dearly, and he would not sleep at night 
unless it lay beside him in his little bed. When he was about four 
years old, he disappeared one day and could not be found anywhere, 
till at length he was discovered in a corner of the stable, kneeling and 
praying most fervently. Later, when he was old enough to lead his 
father’s cattle out to pasture, he used to place his beloved little statue 
in the hollow of a tree and call on his young friends to come and pray 
with him before the Madonna. 

When Jean Marie was still quite small he had a pretty little 
rosary. His sister took a fancy to it and wanted to have it. Jean 
went to consult his mother about it. She advised him to give it up 
for the love of God. The generous little boy obeyed, but it cost him 
many tears. 


7% Baptiste Marie Vianney, known to us as the Cure of Ars, 
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When the neighbors saw how fervently the child assisted at Mass 
they would say to his parents, ‘‘You must make your little boy a 
priest.’’ This was, indeed, Jean Marie’s most ardent desire from 
earliest childhood, but he had to overcome many difficulties before 
he finally attained his goal. 

Next to God and our Blessed Mother, Jean Marie loved the poor. 
The great charity which was one day to be his most famous quality, 
already burned in his young heart. And his kind-heartedness was his 
most remarkable trait, for he was not particularly clever or bright 
in matters of books or other affairs. It was his greatest delight to 
help his parents in their work of charity toward the poor. Every night 
a large fire was kindled in the Vianney home, and a huge pot of 
potatoes was placed on the hearth. Then the family and the homeless 
beggars (sometimes as many as twenty-four or five) who had come 
to them for shelter, would sit down together for this simple meal. 
After supper all said night prayers together; afterwards Mr. Vianney 
would see to it that his guests had a place to sleep for the night, some 
in the barn, some in the cellar, or wherever he could make room. 

Jean Marie loved to gather the little boys and girls of his own 
age, bring them into the warmth of the kitchen and beg food and 
clothing for them from his kind parents. Later, he set to work to 
teach them the Our Father and Hail Mary as well as the Acts of Faith, 
Hope and Charity and the chief truths of religion. He taught them 
that they must be very good; that they must love the good God 
very much; that they must never complain of their lot, but bear its 
hardships patiently in the hope of eternal life. Jean was a most 
obedient child, and always did promptly whatever his mother asked, 
without complaining or hesitating or grumbling. 

His sister, Margaret, tells us something of their home-life: ‘‘Jean 
Marie generally went to work in the fields with the other members 
of the family. He did his share of the work thoroughly, and as long 
as all worked together, things went on happily; but one day, when 
he was sent to the vineyard alone with Francis, he tired himself out 
trying to keep up with his older brother, who, because he was the 
elder, felt that he must keep ahead of young Jean Marie. In the 
evening poor Jean told his mother that Francis went too fast for him 
to keep up, so the gentle Mother warned the older boy to go a little 
more slowly or give Jean a helping hand now and then because he 
was younger and weaker. But Francis was still convinced that it 
was the duty of a big brother to keep ahead of a little one. So Jean 
Marie formed a plan. The next time they were sent to the vineyard 
together, he took his little statue of the Blessed Mother, placed it a 
short distance ahead of him, and as he worked toward it, begged the 
Madonna to help him to keep up with his brother. As soon as he came 
up to it, he quickly picked it up again, carried it forward and seiz- 
ing his axe, made way against Francis, who was unable to get ahead 
of him, and told his mother in a provoked sort of way that the Blessed 
Virgin had been too good a help to little Jean and that the boy had 
done as much work as he himself. 

Even in the midst of his labors the child never lost the sense of 
the presence of God. If he were alone in the fields he prayed aloud, 
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or, if with companions, silently in his heart. It was thus he learned 
that God wants our hearts and not our actions, that He looks not at 
what we do but at the way we do it. Jean Marie did very much be- 
cause he loved very much. As he went and returned to his work he 
always recited the Rosary, while if he met children of his own age 
he would persuade them to go along with him and let him teach them 
their catechism. He liked to make little clay figures of priests and 
nuns, or altars and candlesticks, but liked even better to give them 
away to some one who would do a part of his work for him in return 
so he could run off to Mass and afterwards kneel in prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament or an image of Our Lady. He then returned to 
his work with a light heart, and if he found that some of his friends 
had amused themselves by hiding his tools during his absence, he only 
smiled and thanked them for taking such good care of them, promising 
to do the same for them another day. 


In later years, after he had become a priest, the Cure of Ars loved 
to speak of these early days and would often say: ‘‘When I was young 
I worked in the fields; I am not ashamed of it, for it is in this way 
that we should learn to cultivate our souls, to pluck up the evil 
weeds and prepare the ground for the good seed of God.’’ 


Because of the persecution raging in France at that time, Jean 
Marie could not make his first confession till he was eleven years old. 
Holy Mass had to be offered secretly, in barns and other hiding places. 
It was under such conditions that he received his First Holy Com- 
munion, which he did with great fervor and love. From that time 
on he wanted more than ever to become a priest. But he had such 
difficulty with his studies that he was tempted more than once to 
give up in despair. But he was inspired one day to make a pilgrim- 
age on foot to the tomb of St. John Francis Regis to ask his help. 
He did so, and his prayer was answered, so that he was able to finish 
his studies and to be ordained to the priesthood. 


He became a very holy priest and was so wonderful in guiding 
souls that people came to him from far and near to go to confession 
and receive his advice. He died in 1859, and was canonized in 1925. 


Since this is the month of the Assumption, it seems to belong to 
Mary in a special way, so we thought you might like to read some of 
the beautiful things our saint said about this good Mother. Speak- 
ing once of the Heart of Mary he said: ‘‘We always like our own work, 
especially when it is well done, so the Heavenly Father takes pleasure 
in looking upon the Heart of the Virgin Mary as the masterpiece of 
His hands.’’ Another time he wrote: ‘‘God has loved us so much as 
to die for us; but in the Heart of Our Lord there is justice, which is 
one of His attributes; in that of Mary there is nothing but mercy.” 
And again: “We cannot get into a house without speaking to the 
porter. Well, the Blessed Virgin is the portress of heaven.’’ ‘‘When 
we have handled something perfumed, our hands perfume whatever 
they touch: let our prayers pass through Mary’s hands and she will 
perfume them.’’ And finally, ‘“‘The Blessed Virgin is like a mother 
who has a great many children —she is continually busy in going 
from one to another!”’ 











aoe ARR tn 








aS hac SRS Sha Sha” 


ooklets to make 


you think! 


Do You Know the Church? — Covers a large field in a short space. 
The facts of our Faith are clearly and simply stated. Ideal for prospective 
converts and non-Catholics. 10¢ 


How To Find the True Church — A companion booklet to the 
above. Presents the marks by which the true Church can be discovered 
by any sincere searcher after truth. 10¢ 


Rays of Catholic Truth — A short and practical explanation of 
some of the basic principles of the Catholic Faith, showing how true rest 
and peace are to be found there from the error and unbelief of our age. 10¢ 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace — Prayer is one of the chief 
means of gaining God’s love and friendship. This valuable booklet treats 
of the necessity, method, and fruits of fervent prayer. 10¢ 


Confession, Its Fruitful Practice — Just what you’ve been look- 
ing for —a Confession booklet with a full and clear explanation of all that 
pertains to the reception of the Sacrament, with helpful points for examina- 
tion of conscience, and prayer. 10¢ 


Come, Let Us Adore — Revised with large print, and planned 
specially for visits to the Blessed Sacrament, and the popular Night Holy 
Hours. Suitable for private or public use. Contains two sets of prayers 
in honor of the Loving and Outraged Heart of Jesus. 10¢ 


Assist the Souls in Purgatory — A consoling treatment of the mer- 
ciful doctrine of purgatory, including motives, means, and rewards for 
assisting the Poor Souls, as well as prayers for their relief. 10¢ 


St. Philomena, Pray for Us — A charming sketch of the veneration 
and marvelous miracles of this “‘wonder-saint.” ‘To Philomena nothing’ is 
refused!” 10¢ 


Pathways to Peace — It is a rewarding experience to read this small 
booklet which treats of the way to know true peace of soul. 10¢ 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








Make our Blessed Mother 
the “Queen of Hearts” 


reading and spreading these booklets. 


do of Our Mother and Queen 
andl Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary 


The Rosary, My Treasure 


oat 

'U o Jesus through Mary 
Under Mary’s Mantle 

The Mysteries of Mary 


i evotion to Mary 
Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for All Feasts 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary — 20¢ 


Kach booklet 10¢ unless otherwise marked. 


Now as never before, devotion to Mary is a most 
powerful weapon against the enemies of our Faith. These 
inspiring booklets will help you to Know and practice devo- 


tion to Our Lady. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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